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MINUTES OF THE 32nd ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF
SKAL CLUBS IN THAILAND HELD AT THE
CAPE PANWA RESORT & SPA - PHUKET
ON SATURDAY 20th MARCH 2010
ATTENDING:
President:                          Brian Sinclair-Thompson 
Vice President:                  Somsak Kiratipanich                                                                                     Treasurer                          Malai Sakolviphak                                                                                      International Councilor:     Andrew J Wood             
Secretary                          Bob Lee                                                      (Bangkok President)                  
Directors:   Ari De Keijzer                - Chiang Mai & North Thailand  
                                   Marc Demur                  – Chiang Mai & North Thailand   (President)
                                   Richard Mehr                – Hua Hin & Cha Am                   (President)
                                   Ingo Rauber                   - Pattaya & East Thailand           (President)
                                Peter Malhotra              – Pattaya & East Thailand         
                    Blandine Cressard         - Phuket & South Thailand          (President) 
                    Jorge de la Torre Koch – Phuket & South Thailand       
                    Nigel Tovey                   - Koh Samui                                 (President) 

                    Scott Smith                    - Young Skal  
                    Thomas Aikins               - PR & Communications
 Observers:   Brinley Waddell – Bangkok
                       Claude Sauter    - Phuket                                               (GM-Host Hotel)
 Apologies:    None were received.
President Brian welcomed all delegates to the meeting at 14:00 and thanked the Phuket Club and 

Claude Sauter along with Blandine Cressard and Khun Malai for making this meeting possible and for organising the venue.
Brian asked all present to introduce themselves with a brief summary of their Skal involvements.
President Brian thanked everybody present for making the effort of attending during these “trying” times.

This showed the serious commitment and dedication that everybody here as shown just by attending this meeting.

At the end of the day – let’s have more fun and not place too much emphasis on the administration that has to be undertaken. 

1. Approval of the Minutes of the Mid-Term Meeting held at Chiangmai on

September 19, 2009.

Proposed by:  Brian             Seconded by:   Andrew              Approved.

2. Report of the National Executive Board (by Brian).
A copy of this report can be requested from the Secretariat if required.
There are challenges ahead regarding Young Skal and the collection of their yearly subscription fees and the retention of these members.
3. Financial report for 2009 (by Malai).

A copy of the report can be requested from the Secretariat.                                                                                        A major expense continues to be the cost of representing the National Committee overseas by the International Councilor.
As of today there are quite a few subscriptions outstanding.                                                                                            All Clubs are kindly requested to follow up on the collection of these funds.                                                                               The funds of the National Committee are somewhat beginning to dwindle as most of these funds were accumulated from the World Congress held in Bangkok some 12 years ago.                                                                   We have an obligation to pay these annual fees to Spain.                                                                                                             Presently Spain is requesting funds for 486 Thailand members.

Should the National Committee meet in Bangkok to save funds for the next National Committee Meeting? Food for thought as there are 8 Bangkok members on the Board.

The advantage of hosting meetings in the various Skal Thailand areas is that this gives the opportunity for the Board to meet and socialize with the members of that Club as a show of support for their Area.
4. Relationship with the Government Tourist Offices (by Somsak).
     No written report was received.

     Khun Somsak continues to attend a number of Tourism Meetings hosted by the various government   

     offices.
     He will continue to send any information he receives to all the Skal Clubs.

     A courtesy visit should be set up between Skal and the TAT offices in Bangkok. 

     All Clubs should notify the National Committee Secretariat of any changes that may be taking place 

     in their Areas regarding the various Tourism and Hospitality Organizations. 
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5. Communications and Public Relations (by Tom Aikins).
No written report was received.
There is now a media list that has been drawn up.

All Clubs are urged to send information and/or press releases that they would like to get published from their specific regions.

                                                                                                                                                                          TDA (Travel Daily Asia) have offered Skal Thailand the opportunity to publish a half page of news each week. Input from the Clubs is imperative.

Tom is working on possible TV coverage for the Skal Association of Thailand.

The Skal Samui website is now back under our control.

The website:  www.skalinthailand.ning does not seem to be utilized by the members.

This site is basically set up so that members can have an open forum for discussion and to promote their own businesses. (JOIN NOW!!!!)
An update is required immediately for the www.skalthailand.org site.                                                                                       Tom will report back regarding the costs and the updating thereof directly to the President.

There is also a Skal International – Bangkok facebook site. (JOIN NOW!!!!!)       

The same applies for the Phuket Club. (JOIN NOW!!!!)
6. Report of the International Councilor (by Andrew Wood).
Andrews’ in depth report can be requested from the Secretariat.
Khun Malai said that discussions regarding the already approved increase of 3Euros per member (approved at the AGM at the World Congress in 2009) to come into effect from 2011 has to be taken seriously and to be presented to the members.

This is an increase of approximately 130 baht per year per member. 
7. Club’s activity report (by Club Presidents):

Copies of these reports can be obtained from the Presidents themselves.
a. Skal International Bangkok.                                 – Bob Lee
b. Skal International Chiangmai & North Thailand -  Marc Demur
c. Skal International Hua Hin & Cha Am                  – Richard Mehr
d. Skal International Koh Samui                               – Nigel Tovey
e. Skal International Pattaya & East Thailand         – Ingo Rauber
f. Skal International Phuket & South Thailand       – Blandine Cressard
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8. Development of Young Skal Thailand (by Scott Smith).
A copy of this report was handed out to all at the meeting. 

More focus is now being exerted towards young people already working in the Industry.
Bob stated that not too many of the existing Skal members seem too concerned as to having their own younger management staff as members. He wonders why.
9. Skal International Thailand Directory 2009-2010 (by Malai).
Bob stated that he had already been approached by the publisher of the Directory as to whether there is to be a directory for 2011/12. He would like to start on this project in April.
Should we go ahead with this again? 

From the same publisher - advertisers will receive 25% discount for any adverts placed                                     in the new directory.

A clear set of guidelines should be given to the publisher.
The majority present agreed that a new directory should be compiled.

It was proposed by Brian that members should update their membership profiles at the same time as they renew their annual subscriptions.

Tenders should be outsourced to the members. 3 000 copies were printed for the latest issue.
Peter & Tom will put together a costing for the new Directory.  End of April to table their findings.

Tenders and feed back should be received by the President. 

Tom to look at the idea of a system whereby members can update their own details directly onto the website. 

The publication to be ready for distribution no later than April 2011.
10. 39th Skal Asia Congress from May 27 to 30, 2010 at Cebu, Philippines.
8 people from the Board are going to attend.
11. 71st Skal World Congress from October 7 to 12, 2010 at Sydney, Australia. 
A number of the board members voiced their intentions to attend.
12. Date and place for Skal National Committee for Thailand Mid-Term meeting.

Pattaya –11th September 2010 – venue to be confirmed by Ingo.
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13. Any Other Business. 
Andrew has shown his desire to stand as a Director on the International Board of Skal International.
A letter of nomination is to be drawn up by Bob for the National President to submit to Spain
There were no objections from the Board and Andrew’s nomination was unanimously accepted.

Brinley Waddell was nominated by Bob Lee as Secretary for the National Committee.

The nomination was accepted and approved by all present.

Bob would continue to attend these meetings whilst holding the post as President of Bangkok Club.
A National Congress should be held instead of the AGM each year - Bangkok and Hua Hin have shown interest in hosting this event during the 2011 AGM.

It was accepted and approved that the increase of annual subs to Spain being 3 000 baht from January 2011

It was proposed accepted and approved by all present. of the Secretariat Fees be increased from 3 500 to 5 000 baht from  1 April  January 2010.

Bob stated that members’ benefits to Skal can be taken from the Bangkok Clubs website – where at least 20 benefits were listed. Bob reminded to circulate to all Clubs the Skal Benefits that have been drawn up by Bangkok for their perusal and information.
Jorge gave a brief presentation regarding the Asian Hospitality & Travel Show. Jorge handed out the information and details to all present and requested that this information be passed on to all the members in the various Clubs. 

2500 baht membership rate – for Thailand members

One night free for members traveling within Asia.
Invitation to the 25th April Bangkok Skal International Family and Friends day at the Paulaner                                  Beer garden were voiced by Bob..
It was confirmed that Scott was nominated and accepted as the Young Skal director of Skal on the National Committee during February.
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Peter then wished to address the Committee on certain observations that he had compiled:
    PR – please send out press releases as a business editorial and NOT purely as a social story.
    PR should also be published in the Thai Press too – in THAI.

    Thai language – we should consider sometimes conducting an event in Thai - with interpreters.

    The language issue is quite important when it comes to Young Skal Events.

    Why not a Skal speaking Thai Language Club? Look to the future
.
    Workshops and seminars should be held to re-enforce the Skal Association in your Area.

    Nat. Congress should be looked into seriously – bring the Clubs and their members closer together.

    Brian suggested some Thai web pages on our Skal websites? 

    Brian thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the meeting at 18:15
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    Secretariat Office, 
      Muang Thong Thani, Building C4, 
      14/33 Popular Road, 
      Bangpood, Pak-Kred

      Nonthaburi 11120, Thailand. 
      Tel. (662) 980-4190 Fax. (662) 980-4190

     E-mail: malai.skalclub@gmail.com                                                       
                                                                                                                             ENDS
